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Generation of Stereotypes 


I think the authors of “Social Work 
with Native Americans” (September 
1975 issue)—Ronald G. Lewis and 
Man Keung Ho—do an injustice to 
the many dedicated social workers liv- 
ing and working on the various Indian 
reservations throughout the country. 
The authors describe the reservation 
social worker as existing in an isolated 
state of innocence, whereas, in fact, 
many of the social workers I have met 
in the Public Health Service have a 
clear, precise understanding of Indi- 
ans’ culture and problems. The writers 
take liberty in stereotyping the reser- 
vation social worker’s lack of under- 
standing, but in turn they have a field 
day stereotyping the Indian when, in 
fact, each Indian, each tribe, each res- 
ervation is different. There have been 
too many years of stereotyping to jus- 
tify this simplistic approach to prob- 
lem-solving by two academicians. 

It is important to realize that Amer- 
ican Indians were not raised in a 
vacuum, but rather have been exposed 
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extensively to the Anglo society and 
have an appreciation for the help the 
reservation social worker provides. In- 
dians are humans who have basic 
problems of living, and social work- 
ers, with a sensitivity and understand- 
ing of the culture and reservation life, 
have that capacity to provide the nec- 
essary assistance for effective interven- 
tion. Most of the reservation social 
workers have worked for years on a 
specific reservation, knowing the peo- 
ple, understanding their culture, and 
appreciating the differences that exist 
between the two cultures and have pro- 
vided effective social work interven- 
tion. 

MarRK J. GUMBINER 
Santee, California 


Code of Ethics Project 


I am currently working at the national 
office of the National Association of 
Social Workers (NASW) and am con- 
ducting a study of the Code of Ethics 
with a view toward revision. Several 
sources of knowledge and experience 


will be utilized. One is the past efforts 
within NASW to analyze and assess 
the code. Another is found in the 
growing attention to ethics in the lit- 
erature. A third source is the activi- 
ties of the Committees on Inquiry, 
both on the national level and in local 
chapters, which deal with alleged tres- 
pass of the code. A fourth source is the 
experience of every social worker who 
has faced and resolved an issue deal- 
ing with ethical concerns and who 
has sought guidance for this task from 
the code. 

Every social worker who has had 
such an experience has a contribu- 
tion to make to this study. Please write 
up these experiences, including your 
assessment of how helpful you found 
the code to be, and send them to me 
at the National Association of Social 
Workers, 1425 H Street, N.W., Suite 
600, Washington, D.C. 20005. 

Lesuiz J. SHELLHASE 
Director, Code of Ethics Project, 
National Association of 
Social Workers, 
Washington, D.C. 
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